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These garden squares are made for naming: 
new onyms in Polish urban space

Justyna B. Walkowiak
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland

Abstract: The recent rise in the number of named garden squares (Polish 
skwery) in Poland is unprecedented and certain tendencies in their naming can 
be ascertained. Most importantly, these urbanonyms reference people markedly 
more than was the case with streets. Some names are meant to educate rather than 
identify. Also, the time span between the event and its commemoration tends to be 
shorter than in the case of street names. Naming garden squares offers more formal 
freedom (since these names do not appear in addresses). Finally, it seems that the 
namesake needs an object more than the referent needs a name.
Keywords: garden squares, urban naming, urban green space, urbanonym.

Introduction
The Polish term skwer, which roughly translates as garden square, can be defined 

as “a small area of urban greenery, usually located on a square or street”1. For the pur-
pose of this study, it will be construed as a particular type of urban green space, typically 
smaller than a city park, but nevertheless bigger than the greenery introduced into the 
cityscape e.g. on bus shelters2. The term skwer consistently appears as a generic (non-
identifying) element in actual names; in official urban terminology, which was used in 
the Sustainable Development Goals, this notion would probably correspond to any of 
the following two categories:

1. Lawns (Polish: zieleńce), which are “green areas less than 2 ha, [whose] pre-
dominating function is recreation (e.g. there are alleys with benches, playgrounds, 
etc.). This category also includes green areas near public utility buildings (if made avail-
able for public use)”;

2. Green areas of the housing estate (Polish: tereny zieleni osiedlowej), which “are 
adjacent to housing settlements, serving recreation, isolation and aesthetic purposes”3.

Similarly to other socially entangled phenomena4, also the sudden rise in popu-
larity of named garden squares has its circumstances, direct causes, and consequences. 

1 Pol. “niewielki teren zieleni miejskiej, usytuowany zwykle na placu lub przy ulicy” 
(https://sjp.pwn.pl/slowniki/skwer.html).

2 https://www.teraz-srodowisko.pl/aktualnosci/zielen-miejska-zielone-przystanki-bialy-
stok–8457.html, https://www.fidra.org.uk/buzztopsblog/

3 https://sdg.gov.pl/en/statistics_nat/11–2-b/
4 “Our minds are also socially entangled, producing behavior that is socially rational, 
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Among the circumstances that enabled their emergence, one might first and foremost 
mention the relatively recent appearance of city activism (in Polish often called ruchy 
miejskie ‘city movements’), It finds its expression in grassroots initiatives that aim, 
among others, to increase the number and size of urban green spaces, often by adapting 
and upgrading hitherto neglected and unnamed tiny plots of land, with concomitant 
naming. This is even more important in view of the fact that developers attempt to 
profiteer from every available vacant space in a city, which results in the concentra-
tion of town structures. Such activism is naturally in line with the ideals of sustainable 
development, as expressed for instance by one of the Sustainable Development Goals: 
the increase in the Area of green areas in urban areas per 1 inhabitant5 On the other hand, 
the modest environmental impact of the typically relatively small garden square means 
paying lip-service to those ideals rather than a substantial improvement. Precisely 
for that reason, urban authorities may use garden square naming to follow their own 
agenda: to prove they are doing something for sustainable urban development. In fact, 
garden squares are a perfect, cost-effective tool for that purpose, especially that a cer-
emony of naming them attracts the welcome media attention.

Among the circumstances conducive to the emergence of named garden squares 
in Polish cities one might also mention the change in the manner maps are consulted 
by the layman today. The traditional paper maps of contemporary cities, so popular 
only a few decades ago, would certainly not have accommodated so many tiny units, 
especially with lengthy monikers. In that respect the advent of online cartography, 
where any section of a map may be enlarged at will, created favourable conditions for 
the adduction of a new naming layer to the city-text.

Finally, it is worth noting that while completely new streets are created (and 
named) mainly on the outskirts of a city, garden squares are located mostly in the cen-
tre, which gives them higher visibility and at the same time lends them more prestige. 
This high-profile location may naturally be in stark contrast with the actual modest 
function, limited environmental impact and small size of a typical garden square – but 
that has no relevance for the naming itself.

The direct cause for the emergence of the emergence and increase in the number 
of garden squares (and their names) should most likely be sought, on the one hand, in 
the insufficient number of new streets available for naming in relation to the multitude 
of personages, events, ideas, institutions, etc. perceived as in urgent need of commemo-
ration, on the other – in the limitations that the streets have as name referents. Street 
names fulfil the function of localising a place, and they also appear in addresses of indi-
vidual inhabitants and of institutions. Therefore, they must be relatively easy to spell 
and pronounce, and they must not be too long (though this condition is sometimes 
ignored by name-givers, which leads to the dominance of the cultural function at the 
expense of the basic deictic one, cf. Bieńkowska and Umińska-Tytoń 2013: 247). There 

although it violates the standard rules of individually rational choice” (https://press.princeton.
edu/books/hardcover/9780691172910/individuality-and-entanglement).

5 https://sdg.gov.pl/en/statistics_nat/11–2-b/
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also seems to exist pressure by the potential or (in the case of street renamings) present 
inhabitants that the name be recognisable as such, “nice”, and not too out-of-the-ordi-
nary. By contrast, no such constraints apply to garden squares, hence such unusually 
lengthy names as Skwer Lecha i Marii Kaczyńskich – Prezydenta Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej 
z Małżonką ‘The Square of Lech and Maria Kaczyńscy – President of the Republic of 
Poland with Spouse’ in Białystok, or those absolutely semantically opaque to the lay-
man, such as Skwer Latających Babć z Plusem ‘The Square of Flying Grandmas with a 
Plus’ in Łódź6.

The emergence of garden squares results in high-density urban naming, some-
what mirroring the high-density housing which is a result of the uncontrolled activity 
of developers who maximise the use of every inch of available space, leaving little or 
no green spaces in between. In a similar fashion, the gaps in between named objects 
become minimised, leading to the condensation of city-text. Another consequence is 
the seldom noticed fact that the urban names already bestowed seldom disappear. They 
might be changed – but once named, an urban feature usually remains named. Quite 
understandably, this gradually leads to the increase in the total number of urban moni-
kers, regardless of whether they have the essential identifying function or not.

The present work, preliminary in nature, combines elements of the quantitative 
with the qualitative approach. By the former I mean simple calculations of how many 
new garden squares have recently been either created and directly afterwards named, 
or named for the first time in their history (sometimes after a long existence in the city 
space as nondescript, unnamed, hardly noticed entities). However, mere quantitative 
data are not sufficient: some qualitative insight is also needed into how exactly that new 
naming opportunity is employed, what commemorative aims are thus served, and how 
this influnces the existing city-text.

The number of named squares – a quantitative analysis
As of 2022-08–12, there were a total of 1323 garden squares in contemporary 

Poland. The majority were named only in this century, and 1253 of them – since the 
beginning of 2007, which means that only 5.3% of the present names of square gardens 
existed before 2006–12–317. In absolute numbers, with its 140 garden squares Warsaw, 
the capital city, tops the list, followed by Poznań (75), Katowice (71), Wrocław (53) 
and Cracow (51). These data might be considered predictable (since most of these 
cities are also included among the top ones in Poland in terms of the number of streets 
and of the population), were it not for Łódź, whose number of streets positions this 

6 The city council thus honoured a group of seniors, active in Łódź in the years 2009–2017, 
who were writing fairy tales and poems for children and visiting (“flying” to) orphanages, kin-
dergartens, hospitals and schools, presenting these tales to children. The “plus” in the name 
symbolises the only man in the group, otherwise composed of elderly ladies (“grandmas”). 
https://bip.uml.lodz.pl/files/public/user_upload/Protokol_Nr_48_K_Kultura.pdf. 

7 Own calculation on the basis of the TERYT database. The choice of this date is related to 
the format of the data available.
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city as fourth in Poland, yet there are only 28 garden squares there. Another irregularity 
that is at first glance hard to account for can be observed in the case of Katowice, which 
can boast as many as 71 squares. This makes Katowice nearly the winner when not 
the absolute number of squares but their percentage in relation to the total number of 
streets is considered. Another surprising outcome concerns Bytom and Tarnów, other-
wise inconspicuous small towns, which both beat Warsaw as regards their percentages 
of squares vis-à-vis streets. The same concerns Sopot – only in its case this is achieved 
not through an impressive number of squares per se (Sopot is not included in the top 
15 list according to the absolute number of squares), but owing to the modest overall 
size of the town (merely 138 streets)8. Generally, these three factors: the number of 
streets, the number of squares, and the ratio of the two, yield quite different ranking 
orders, as presented in the table below.

Table 1. Top 15 Polish cities ranked according to the number of streets, of squares in 
absolute values and relative to numbers of streets [2022‑08–12], and according to the 
percentage of urban green spaces (excluding forests within the administrative borders of 
cities)
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Warszawa 
(Warsaw) 4955 Warszawa 140 Sopot 6.52 Chorzów 20.9

Kraków 
(Cracow) 2703 Poznań 75 Katowice 6.42 Rzeszów 13.4

Poznań 2373 Katowice 71 Poznań 3.16 Siemianowice 9.6
Łódź 2261 Wrocław 53 Bytom 3.07 Bydgoszcz 7.6
Wrocław 2207 Kraków 51 Tarnów 2.97 Zamość 6.9
Szczecin 1724 Łódź 28 Warszawa 2.83 Sopot 6.5
Gdańsk 1688 Bydgoszcz 27 Chorzów 2.48 Warszawa 6.4
Bydgoszcz 1522 Tarnów 21 Wrocław 2.40 Kraków 5.8
Lublin 1273 Lublin 19 Kielce 1.94 Łódź 5.7
Częstochowa 1209 Szczecin 17 Starachowice 1.90 Lublin 5.3
Białystok 1118 Gdańsk 16 Kraków 1.89 Bytom 5.0
Katowice 1106 Bytom 15 Bydgoszcz 1.77 Sosnowiec 5.0
Zielona Góra 1094 Białystok 14 Lublin 1.49 Białystok 4.8

8 There is a commonsense limit to the usability of that method. I decided against inclu-
sion in the 5th and 6th columns of the towns with a relatively small number of squares (i.e. so 
small as not to find their way into the 3rd and 4th columns). That was, for instance, the case 
of Świnoujście, which has only 4 squares and 202 streets: even though their ratio is quite high 
(1.98), the low number of squares assigns too much importance to any random minuscule 
change in it (e.g. the addition of merely one square would raise the ratio to nearly 2.5%).

9 Statistics Poland [GUS] data, after Łachowski and Łęczek (2020: 86).
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Gdynia 945 Kielce 13 Białystok 1.25 Gorzów Wielkop. 4.7
Opole 945 Gdynia 11 Łódź 1.24 Tychy 4.6

The fourth column indicates that in some cases the number of squares might be 
directly – and quite understandably – linked to the size of urban green spaces in a partic-
ular city or town. It is perhaps so in the case of Chorzów, Sopot and Bytom. Moreover, 
according to the data given by Łachowski and Łęczek (2020: 86), when also city for-
ests are included, Katowice ranks high among the cities and towns in Poland, which is 
in line with its prominent position in terms of its squares/streets ratio. However, the 
relationship in other cases is not so obvious and other individual, city-specific factors 
(whose detailed analysis is beyond the scope of the present study) should probably be 
considered instead.

The names of squares – a qualitative analysis
The naming of a garden square is an act of creation, singling out an otherwise 

unnoticed urban space and giving it its own identity. Perhaps owing to their recency in 
the cityscape, the names of square gardens in Poland have hardly ever been the subject 
of an onomastic study (an exception is Walkowiak and Rutkiewicz-Hanczewska 2022, 
which focuses mainly on the city of Poznań). It is mostly an individual phenomenon; 
however, certain common denominators, perhaps even naming trends, may be identi-
fied, as outlined below. 

Anthroponyms dominate as name motivation
Most importantly, the share of anthroponyms motivating the names of garden 

squares is surprisingly high in the analysed material. This is certainly a growing ten-
dency in urban naming, and also one frequently perceived as a problem (Handke 1997: 
458–459, 470–471; Kaltenberg-Kwiatkowska 2011: 143–144) and therefore actively 
countered by some city councils ( Jasińska 2015). Commemorative urban naming in 
general is a relatively recent phenomenon, whose study is additionally hindered by 
disagreement among scholars on which hodonyms (street names) exactly should be 
categorised as commemorative (Myszka 2018). Big cities act as trend-setters and the 
smaller ones follow suit, which also leads to the de-semanticization of hodonyms and 
to their detachment from the local topography (Mordań 2010: 399–400). The first 
anthroponym-motivated street name in Warsaw goes back to 1807 (Handke 2012: 
10), in Łódź – to 1842 (Bieńkowska and Umińska-Tytoń 2013: 213), and the very 
first anthroponym-motivated street in Zgierz, a town of over 50 thousand inhabitants 
in central Poland, appeared as late as 1917 (Wierzbowski 2016), while today there are 
as many as 140 of them.
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As of August 2022, the total number of streets in Poland is about 278 thousand10. 
With data of that magnitude, it would be extremely time-consuming to establish, 
through manual data analysis, the ratio of those whose names are motivated by anthro-
ponyms. This information may be obtained by sampling in various ways, though. For 
example, the number of streets and alleys11 that were given new names (or in a few 
cases renamed) in 43 biggest cities and towns in Poland in 201312 was 291, out of which 
115 were motivated by anthroponyms – generally nearly always those of real people, in 
very few cases legendary or literary characters; this gives the ratio of 39.52% anthrop-
onymic street names in the total. The data for Tarnów (population 100 thousand), one 
of the record-breaking towns in terms of the number of garden squares (21) for such a 
small town, set that ratio, for streets only, as of 2016, at nearly 42%13. In the above-men-
tioned Zgierz (population above 50 thousand), anthroponymic street names account 
for 34.83% of the total14, while diachronic data indicate that this ratio for Warsaw in 
2009 was 1184/5114= 23.15%15.

On the other hand, the number of anthroponym-motivated garden squares in 
Tarnów is 17, yielding the ratio of about 81%, i.e. approximately twice as high as that 
for streets. This percentage is markedly higher than the average for garden squares in all 
of Poland, which amounts to about 65% (854 squares with anthroponymically-moti-
vated names out of the total of 1323). The same percentage for Warsaw alone is simi-
lar to the national average (62.86%), but particular voivodeships differ in that respect, 
ranging from 46.67 (Lubuskie in the west of the country) to 82.14 (Podkarpackie in 
the south-east), with the median equal to 66.03.

In all of Poland, there are 67 garden square names motivated by saints and the 
blessed (which is merely 7.8% of the total of 854 anthroponym-motivated names), 
with 45 of them referencing John Paul II, 16 – other saints, and 6 names – the blessed. 

Beyond the national canon: the foreign and the local
Naming a square provides an opportunity to introduce a commemorative policy 

that is more inclusive than the official state narrative. For instance, in the cities located 
in the so-called “Recovered Territories” (former German territories that in the after-
math of WW2 were handed over to Poland) some garden squares honour erstwhile 
German inhabitants of the area, which would not have been possible until relatively 

10 Own calculation on the basis of the TERYT database.
11 Excluding roundabouts, bridges, squares, garden squares and parks.
12 Own calculation on the basis of http://kto-to-byl.blogspot.com/2011/12/nazwy-ulic-

nadane-w–30-najwiekszych.html.
13 Own calculation on the basis of https://wuwr.pl/jk/article/download/766/739/.
14 TERYT database, 2022-08–14.
15 Own calculation on the basis of Handke (2012: 11). It would not be advisable to make 

comparisons with the present respective numbers because the exact methodology employed by 
Handke in 2009 is not given. Since a contemporary TERYT database search reveals only 4955 
streets in Warsaw [2022-08–18], Handke must have included city outskirts too. Nevertheless, 
the percentage provides some kind of anchoring value.
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recently, and in the case of street names (which due to their appearance in addresses 
seems to incur more public interest) probably the controversies might be bigger. A 
case in point might be Skwer Rodziny Quistorpów ‘Quistorp Family Square’ in Szczecin 
(commemorating Johannes Quistorp and his son Martin, German entrepreneurs and 
philantropists active in pre-war Stettin)16, squares in Wrocław that reference Paul 
Schreiber and Hans Thomas, architects who designed many buildings in the German 
Breslau (today Wrocław) before WW217, or Charles Proteus Steinmetz, American math-
ematician of German descent, born in Breslau as Karl Steinmetz.

Garden squares also offer an opportunity to memorialise local personages and 
local history, and also – to link the commemoration with a place. Several such nomina-
tions may be invoked in Poznań: Skwer Bogdana Jańskiego, which honours the founder 
of the Congregation of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, is situated near a 
church that belongs to that congregation; Skwer Janusza Ziółkowskiego is in the proxim-
ity of the building where the namesake, a professor of sociology, used to live; the same 
refers to Skwer Milana Kwiatkowskiego, in remembrance of the playwright, who lived 
nearby.

Education more important than ease of use
Names of squares may be very impractical in terms of their pronunciation or 

spelling, as shown by the names Skwer Gyddanyzc in Gdańsk (a totally unpronounce-
able moniker commemorating the first name of the city and its first mention ever 
recorded in documents), or Skwer Harivansha Rai Bachchana (located by ul. Indyjska 
‘India Street’ in Wrocław and honouring an Indian poet and translator), both quite 
difficult for a Pole to spell18. In such cases, it seems, the primary function of a name is 
to enlighten the public, as exemplified by Skwer Dobrego Maharadży ‘Good Maharaja 
Square’19 in Warsaw, Skwer Dzieci z Pahiatua in Lublin20, or Skwer Skaczącej Gwiazdy 
‘The Jumping Star Square’ in Wrocław, which is even more enigmatic21. The paramount 
role of the educational function of such names is corroborated by the fact that some 

16 https://infoludek.pl/szczecin/skwer-na-leknie-bedzie-nosil-nazwe-rodziny-quistor-
pow/ 

17 https://osiedle.wroc.pl/index.php/tarnogaj-dokumenty?download=1225:uchwala
-nr-v–21–21 

18 https://gazetawroclawska.pl/zaskakujaca-nazwa-skweru-na-brochowie-we- 
wroclawiu-mieszkancy-zastanawiaja-sie-kim-byl-patron/ar/c1–15488694

19 The name honours Maharaja Jam Saheb Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji, the ruler of Nawanagar 
in British India, who in the years 1942–46 provided a home in India for hundreds of Polish war orphans 
(https://culture.pl/en/article/the-maharaja-who-saved-hundreds-of-polish-orphans).

20 The children in question were Polish war orphans, victims of Soviet resettlement policies, 
who in October 1944 were given shelter in the town of Pahiatua, New Zealand (https://welling-
ton.govt.nz/wellington-city/about-wellington-city/history/history-of-wellington-waterfront/
waterfront-stories/polish-children-of-pahiatua).

21 The name is a translation of the German moniker Springstern, used in the 18th cen-
tury to refer to Breslau fortifications in the shape of a star with successive elements of 
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garden square names are actually inspired by educational institutions: Bochneris, moni-
ker transferred from a historical name of a salt mine shaft in Bochnia, was suggested by 
a local museum22.

Classics for streets, pop culture for garden squares
In the case of literary characters, garden squares often feature popular literature 

and genre fiction, e.g. Skwer Papy Smerfa, Skwer Pilota Pirxa, Skwer Papcia Chmiela, or 
Skwer im. “Grubego”. They commemorate respectively: Papa Smurf; a hero of a story by 
the sci-fi writer Stanisław Lem; one of the characters from the comic books by Henryk 
Chmielewski (at the same time the artist’s pseudonym); and the fact that a popular 
TV series for teenagers entitled “Gruby” (‘Fatso’), based on an eponymous novel, was 
filmed in Mieroszów23, where the square is situated. By contrast, in Poland street names 
motivated by literary heroes typically referred to Polish literary classics (e.g. from the 
novels of the Nobel-prize-winning Henryk Sienkiewicz) rather than to popular litera-
ture. This is not to say that only classics are featured in street names – but they certainly 
prevail, and attempts to diverge from that “norm” were in the past often met with a 
rebuke. For instance, the bestowal of ul. Kubusia Puchatka ‘Winnie-the-Pooh Street’ 
in Warsaw in the 1950s occasioned a heated debate on whether such a frivolous mon-
iker may be accepted at all. Contemporary squares, by contrast, receive such names 
as Skwer Radiowej Rodziny Matysiaków ‘The Matysiak Radio Family Square’ (harking 
back to the longest-running radio soap opera in Poland about a Matysiak family), or 
Skwer Psa Fafika ‘Fafik the Dog Square’ (whose namesake is a canine hero of a column 
in the Polish weekly “Przekrój”, created by journalist Marian Eile, who was inspired by 
his own terrier by the same name)24.

Relationship with other geographical names
While garden square names of toponymic origin are not common, they never-

theless occur, though – in contrast with hodonyms that frequently form thematic nests 
harking back to whole areas of Poland – they hardly ever weave a larger narration but 
mostly remain individual bestowals, seldom is there a consistent naming policy. One of 
the few exceptions is the group of squares in Gliwice (Silesia) that bear the names of the 
partner cities of Gliwice: Bottrop, Dessau (both in Germany), Valenciennes (France), 
Salgótarján (Hungary), Doncaster (UK), Nacka (Sweden), Kežmarok (Slovakia). Also 
in other cities squares may derive their names from names of partner cities (such as 
Skwer im. Miasta Anagni ‘The Town of Anagni Square’ in Gniezno references a town in 

decreasing height, which resulted in the impression of “jumping” (https://wroclaw.naszemi-
asto.pl/skwer-skaczacej-gwiazdy-we-wroclawiu/ar/c4–2883880).

22 By Muzeum im. prof. Stanisława Fischera w Bochni (https://www.facebook.
com/1562132033817021/posts/3479921495371389/).

23 https://walbrzych.naszemiasto.pl/w-mieroszowie-oficjalnie-otwarto-skwer-im-gru-
bego/ar/c1–7815668

24 https://culture.pl/en/article/a-bite-sized-guide-to-polands-most-popular-dogs
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central Italy25) or just their districts (e.g. Skwer Ziemi Aniołów ‘Land of Angels Square’ 
in Warsaw honours Angyalföld, a district of Budapest in partnership with one of the 
districts of Warsaw26). 

These names may also commemorate whole countries: the nomination of Skwer 
Słoweński in Warsaw was occasioned by Slovenia’s 20th anniversary of gaining inde-
pendence, with the ceremony attended by Slovenian and Polish presidents27. This phe-
nomenon had already been noted earlier in relation to street names by K. Handke, who 
noted that “the capital status of Warsaw places an additional burden on the inventory 
of the city’s names in the form of international obligations, because different countries 
and states want to commemorate here their personages, sometimes very little-known 
ones (Handke 2012: 11, own transl.).

On the other side of the continuum of geographical objects ranked according to 
size, names of garden squares might even reference tiny and obscure villages. A case 
in point is Skwer Mołodyłowski in the village of Spalona (Dolnośląskie Voivodship); 
its name was bestowed in honour of a village of Mołodyłów (Молодилів) in contem-
porary Ukraine, the place of origin of some locals whose forefathers were moved to 
Spalona from pre-war Poland’s Eastern Borderlands28.

Finally, some squares derive their names from the nearby streets; thus Skwer 
Pstrąga ‘Trout Square’ in Łódź was named so because one of the adjacent streets was 
ul. Pstrągowa ‘Trout Street’29; the name Skwer Gdański ‘Gdańsk Square’ in Łódź related 
by metonymy to the neighbouring street – ul. mjr. Henryka Sucharskiego, which com-
memorates the hero of the defence of the city of Gdańsk (Danzig) during 1939 Hitler’s 
invasion of Poland.

Conclusions
Due to minimal restrictions that might limit their form or semantic content, 

and also taking into account the relatively recent time of the creation of most of them, 
names of garden squares may serve as a naming social experiment of sorts, a kind of 
naming laboratory of the future, revealing the potential directions of urban naming 
in Poland in general. On the one hand, they increase, even more than streets do, the 
percentage of urban names that commemorate people. On the other, they give rise to 
more spontaneous flights of naming fancy, allowing for bestowals whose motivation is 
clear only to the few initiated (therefore an explanatory plaque is vital). At times this 
might be linked to their explicit educational function. 

What is more, a more detailed analysis reveals that the names of garden squares 
frequently diverge from former street-naming patterns: if toponyms are featured, they 

25 https://moje-gniezno.pl/41476/otwarto-skwer-im-miasta-anagni/ 
26 https://www.informator-stolicy.pl/artykul/bedzie-skwer-ziemi-aniolow 
27 https://um.warszawa.pl/-/skwer-slowenski-na-mokotowie 
28 https://www.facebook.com/pg/Stara–1988-Wiara–413067415556153/posts/ 
29 https://lodz.naszemiasto.pl/nowe-nazwy-dla-parkow-skwerow-i-ulic-w-lodzi/ar/

c4–1319701 
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do not form thematic nests corresponding to Polish geography as was quite often the 
case earlier; if literary characters are commemorated, they are more freely derived 
from popular literature and pop-culture than it was customarily acceptable for streets; 
if historic events are memorialised, they may be those that occurred less that a year 
before nomination (Skwer Bohaterskiego Mariupola ‘Heroic Mariupol Square’ in Gdańsk 
received its name in April 2022, only two months after the beginning of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine30). Overall, it appears that the namesake needs an appropriate 
object more than the object needs a name. This is well illustrated by the fate of Skwer 
Aliny Margolis ‘Alina Margolis Square’ in Łódź, commemorating a physician and social 
activist, participant of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943. At the time of its nomi-
nation the garden square hardly looked like one: there were complaints in the media 
about the lack of benches and about a car park instead of greenery31. Only later did the 
already named spot acquire its present look. To put it differently, in some cases at least 
the square itself is merely a pretext in the face of a burning need to honour someone 
or something.
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